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YOU

ARE WELCOME HERE!

Federated Church is an Open & Affirming Community. In a time of deep
division and vitriolic rhetoric around issues of race, ethnicity, gender, and
sexuality, and where the dignity of people living with disabilities or mental health
issues are often ignored, demonized, or turned into a joke, we promise to:
Welcome all people of every age, gender, race, national origin, faith
expression, marital status & family structure, sexual orientation, gender
identity or gender expression, physical ability, mental or emotional
condition, economic and social status, and educational background to
share in the life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our church family.

The Rainbow Flag: We proudly display a rainbow flag at the front of our
sanctuary as a visual declaration of God’s extravagant and inclusive love, as well
as of our own “promise of welcome” to all people. Our prayer is that all can be
their truest selves here. This flag serves as a particular signal that our church is a
safe and affirming space for LGBTQ+ persons to be, to belong, to lead, to
question, and to grow in faith.
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help me
make
a space for you
emptying myself
to create
a place for you
spreading the straw
on the floor
of my soul
in joyful
expectation
of your coming.
“a clearing,”
by christine rodgers
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Order of Worship
*please join in reading those parts that are written in bold

Prelude & Centering Our Hearts
Welcome & Passing the Peace
Proclaiming the Word

Luke 1:26-38

Call to Worship & Lighting of Advent Candles
Adapted from Isaiah 52:7-9

As the days grow shorter and the nights longer; as the world cries out to be
released from its bondage to the forces of death and despair,
We pause and gather for worship, so that we may be strengthened
with Hope, sustained by Peace, and restored with Joy.
the candles of HOPE, PEACE & JOY are lit

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim with Joy the dawning of God’s shalom.
Even as we await the redemption of our world, our hearts rejoice;
together with all creation, we sing a song of praise, for the God who
raises us when we are low.

Gathering Hymn “Joy to the World” (p. 6)
Advent Confession & The Lord’s Prayer
“The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary.’ …
And Mary said, ‘Here am I, a servant of the Lord;
Let it be with me according to your word.’” ~ Luke 1:30, 38

What is God inviting you to say “Yes” to? What fear is the angel inviting you
to let go of so that, like Mary, you may risk birthing God’s love into the world?
Our Father who art heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

4

Advent Promise
Adapted from “I Will Light Candles this Christmas,” a poem by Howard Thurman

Friends, hear the Good News: Even as we face our fears and wait for
God’s Peace to be born in our midst, the Light of the World is already with
us. So, let us light candles to shine in every darkness.
Wherever despair keeps watch, we will light candles of Hope.
Wherever fear crowds in, we will light candles of Peace.
Wherever grief overwhelms, we light candles of Joy.
Song of Preparation “One Candle is Lit” vv. 1-3 (p. 7)

Scripture

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Luke 1:46-55

Special Music

“My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord”
Solo by Peggy Safford

Sermon

“The Gospel According to Mary”

Special Music

“Mary, Woman of the Promise”
Solo by Peggy Safford

Our Common Life
See announcements at the end of the bulletin (pp. 9 & 10)

Sending Hymn

“My Heart Sings Out With Joyful Praise” (p. 8)

Benediction
Postlude

Go in the Joy of God-with-us!
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Joy to the World
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One Candle Is Lit
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My Heart Sings Out With Joyful Praise
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Advent Opportunities
All are welcome, including those who’ve only joined us online!

(click the image to check out the book. Email Pastor Eric for the Zoom link
if you’re new and would like to participate
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