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Merry Christmas!
Welcome to Worship at Federated Church

“Every Year”
by Rev. Sarah Speed

My heart and | have an agreement.
Every year we show up here—

here in the sanctuary,

here with the candles and tall ceilings,
here with the creaky church pews
and the songs of silent nights.

My heart and | have an agreement.

Every year we show up here—

At the end of the year,

After another 12 months of humanity, of me
Trying to keep it all together,

Trying to keep my head above water,
Trying to keep up the appearances.

Every year we show up here.

We drop it all. We leave it at the door.

We come into this space, and | could swear it feels different.
Maybe it’s God. Maybe it’s hope. Maybe it’s love.

But whatever it is, | need it every year, so we show up here.
Tell us again the story of tonight.

My heart needs it.

Dear Christmas worshippers,

Welcome on this holiest of nights. Whatever it is that has drawn you here,
welcome. Wherever this last year has taken you; whatever hopes, fears,
loves, and longings you carry here tonight, we're glad you’re here. May
Emmanuel—the “God-who-is-with-us”—meet you here in this place and
amidst it all as you enter once again into this sacred story. For God’s life-
altering promises are for you and for our world. May your soul feel its
worth; may our weary world rejoice!

Wishing you a blessed Christmas,
Pastor Eric



Order of Worship | December 31, 2023
All music can be found at the back of the bulletin.
Please join in reading those parts printed in bold.

Prelude “Rise Up Shepherd and Follow”

Welcome & *Passing the Peace

Gathering Carols “O Come, All Ye Faithful” w.1&2 (p. 3)
“Joy to the World” w.1&2 (p.4)
After singing, children will gather with Miss Janis in the back for “Children’s Church”

Centering Our Hearts
Prayers of the People
Silent Christmas Reflection
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings have returned home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
Then the work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost, to heal the broken, and feed the hungry;
To release the prisoner, rebuild the nations, and bring peace to all,
For this is the music of God’s heart.

“The Work of Christmas” by Howard Thurman

How might you—and how might you help us at Federated—live out this Christmas
invitation in the days and year ahead? What are your intentions for this year?

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
Christmas Affirmation
Friends, hear the Good News of Christmas: The Light of the World is
come. So, let us light candles to shine in every darkness.
Wherever despair keeps watch, we will light candles of Hope.
Wherever fear crowds in, we will light candles of Peace.
Wherever grief overwhelms, we will light candles of Joy.
To inspire all our living, we will light candles of Love.
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Sung Response “One Candle is Lit" (p.5)

Scripture Luke 2:21-38

Mini-Reflection “Birthing God, Raising Jesus”

Choir Anthem “These Precious Gifts” L.M. Nash / Gary Mattin
Carol Sing “O Little Town of Bethlehem” wv.1& 4 (p. 6)

“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” wv. 1-4 (p. 7)
“‘Away in a Manger” w.1&3 (p.8)
“The First Noel” w.1&2 (p.8)

Our Shared Life & Offering
Offering Opportunities
Offertory “Good Christian Friends Rejoice”
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God for all that Love has done.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

Sending Carols “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” w.1&3 (p.9)
“Go Tell it On the Mountain” All verses (p. 10)

Benediction

Postlude “O Come Little Children”
Thank you for joining us for worship.
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WORSHIP NOTES

Serving us this morning are:

Pastor: Rev. Eric J. Ogi | Ministers: All of us! | Music Director: Gary Mattin
Children’s Coordinator: Janis Schnurr-Trebe | Liturgist:
Ushers: Alice Whitney, and Skip & Bev Schramer

Ushers for Sunday, Jan. 7: Pam Wagener, Chris Borresen, and Skip Schramer

All hymns this morning come from Chalice Carols unless noted otherwise, and are
used with permission: CCLI License #3234671
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A21-38&version=NRSVUE

O Come, All Ye Faithful

=

|
1

e

| | | | |
== === ==

1. O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful, and tri - um - phant,
2. Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
g ? i I |
| | i — | ‘l =1 N
- = e ar 3 s d o ﬁi A
O come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
sing, all  ye cit - i- zens of heaven a - bove!
| L | | 1 L | |
.l al; 1 ‘4] dl } 1
1 ’ — ) |
\3} al l ~— o j - ~ 14
come and be - hold him, born the King of an - gels;
Glo - ry to God, all glo-ry in the high - est;
g ?R’f’.""" | [, W (e | ,
{ ql 1 1 dl 1
‘ v o= 4’? _‘J al E
O come, let us a - dore him, O come,let us a - dore him,
| il i — s o e
ﬁ‘ = 1_:‘—“? LT EEE
.) L av ? i‘ 'd.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ, the Lord!



Joy to the World
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“One Candle is Lit”
Mary Anne Parrott
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O Little Town of Bethlehem
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While Shepherds Watch Their Flocks
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Away in a Manger
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Hark the Herald
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Go Tell it on the Mountain
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Eric’s Parental Leave

Pastor Eric will be gone for the remaining four weeks of his parental leave this January
(Jan 1-28) to care for baby Eliyas as Shrestha returns more fully to work. As during the
first part of his leave over the summer, he will be unavailable for these four weeks.

As we bless Pastor Eric on his parental leave, we are grateful to welcome back
Rev. Joe Gastiger, who will once again be leading us in worship during this time.

In addition, in case of pastoral emergency, Rev. John Dorhauer, the new pastor of First
Congregational UCC in DeKalb, will be on call. He can be reached at: 602-402-6171.

Please contact church Moderator, Sharon McKee, with questions.

Holiday Office Hours
Please note, the church office will be closed New Year’'s Day, Monday, January 1.

December Love Offering: The Christmas Fund

With contributions from United Church of Christ congregations across the country, The
Christmas Fund offering provides retired pastors and church leaders in need with direct
assistance to supplement pensions, help with medical insurance costs, and grants to
meet emergency needs. These are especially vital for those serving small churches in
rural communities. Donate in the collection plate in back, online, or by mail to church

Weekly Enews
Scan this QR code with your phone camera to see the most recent Enews
all these announcements and more! Subscribe tab is at the top.

Listen to Sermons Online

Pastor Eric’s sermons are posted each week at our website:
www.fedsycamore.org/sermons, and are also available via podcast everywhere you listen
(search “Federated Church Sycamore Sermon Podcast”).

Congregational Cards

Cards are placed out to celebrate special birthdays and anniversaries or to let friends
know we are thinking of them or to offer condolences. Be sure to check the counter in
Dutton Hall for congregational cards to add your signature.

2023 Year-End Giving

Thank you for your generous and faithful giving in 2023! Final contributions %@
for the year should be received by today, December 31, to ensure your gift ChHe @ _
will be included on your 2023 Year-End contribution report. Blessings in the -
New Year! =
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YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!

A warm WELCOME to those visiting or
checking out Federated Church!

We’re glad you're here! Are you looking for more information about who we are,
what we do, or how to get involved? Would you like to meet with Pastor Eric or get
connected to others? Fill out our brief online Connection Form here, and we will
be in touch with you soon!

Federated Church is an Open & Affirming Community

In a time of deep division and vitriolic rhetoric around issues of race, ethnicity,
gender, and sexuality, and where the dignity of people living with disabilities or
mental health issues are often ignored, demonized, or turned into a joke, we
promise to:

Welcome all people of every age, gender, race, national origin, faith
expression, marital status & family structure, sexual orientation, gender
identity or gender expression, physical ability, mental or emotional
condition, economic and social status, and educational background to
share in the life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments,
responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our church family.

The Rainbow Flag: We proudly display a rainbow flag at the front of our
sanctuary as a visual declaration of God’s extravagant and inclusive love, as well
as of our own “promise of welcome” to all people. Our prayer is that all can be their
truest selves here. This flag serves as a particular signal that our church is a safe
and affirming space for LGBTQ persons to be, to belong, to lead, to question, and
to grow in faith.


https://bit.ly/fcsconnectform

“Welcoming Any, Loving All”

The Federated Church is affiliated with two national denominations:
the United Church of Christ & the Unitarian Universalist Association

V

@ Follow us on

Facebook & Instagram:
@FederatedChurchSycamore

www.fedsycamore.orqg

Church Office Phone: (815) 895-2706 || Email: Office@fedsycamore.org
Pastor Eric Cell: (815) 797-2250 || Email RevEric@fedsycamore.org

Federated Church Preschool, Director Bobbi Clough
Phone: (815) 764-9473 || Email: Preschool@fedsycamore.org

Address: 612 W. State Street, Sycamore, IL 60178
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